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The year was 1979, and the need was
projected to be $1 million by 1989.
In 1979, the Board of Pensions projected that The Endowment Board would need to increase their
annual gift from $225,000 to $1 million by 1989 to provide sufficient funding for past service, and
continue the tradition of fulfilling apportionment obligations at the church level.
At the 141st Annual Conference Session of the CA/NV Conference, the Endowment Board delivered
on the request. Then president, Rev. William McCord (pictured), presented the annual grant to the
Board of Pensions for $1 million - the first time the gift had reached the million dollar mark. The gift
was received with a standing applause because it wasn't too long ago that pensions were paid out
of an annual offering received when local church delegates gathered to do the church's business.
These offerings totaled pennies, and the scene above would have been impossible to imagine.
This year, on the 130th anniversary of The Endowment Board's inception, we are proud to
announce a new milestone. On June 4, 2021, The Endowment Board's board of trustees
unanimously and gleefully approved a $200,000 increase to the annual grant, bringing the gift to
$2 million - a historical record for the Board.
We salute you, our givers, for this momentous occasion. The Endowment Board began all those years ago
because of a $2,000 gift. We are rooted in philanthropic spirit and a common goal to serve those who have
served us. The generosity of our donors, both past and present, is the reason we are celebrating our 130th
anniversary, and why our retirees can live out their golden years with less financial burden.

1981

A Historical Timeline of The Endowment Board
Laymen’s Relief Association established with a $2,000 gift
Provided housing for retired clergy
Superannuates Endowment Board established
Layman’s Relief Association and Superannuates Endowment Board combined to become the Conference
Claimants’ Endowment Board of the California Annual Conference of the Episcopal Methodist Church (CCEB)
The Endowment Board was incorporated with the expectation of a 50 year service
Officially changed organization name to, “The Conference Claimants’ Endowment Board of the California
Annual Conference of the Methodist Church” with a perpetual service
Acquired its first income producing property, a trend that has continued through present day

YAD TNESERP

Assets totaled $1,000,000 for the first time
Committed funding for Pre-1982 liability via annual grant
Established Fund Development/Fundraising office
Conducted Pension Funding Campaign and Pension Partners program that raised over $1,000,000
Ongoing healthcare support to retirees/spouses via annual grant
Established the Healthcare Subsidy Fund who can't afford their healthcare premiums
Committed to supporting the Retired Clergy Association
Established the Pooled Income Fund for donors interested in income for life
Celebrated 130th anniversary of supporting retired clergy and spouses
Established the Shepherd Fund to offset costs for retirees/spouses in times of need and committed to a $2
million annual grant to Conference Board of Pensions

Donations - Fiscal Year 2021/2021*
Annual giving is the foundation for a
successful fund development program.
Over the last three years, our annual
gifts have steadily increased, indicating
greater affinity and awareness toward
the work and mission of The Endowment
Board. Gifts are categorized as follows:
Annual Support (<$10,000), Major Gifts
(>$10,000), Legacy Gifts (one-time
planned gifts).
*Our fiscal year begins on May 1st and
ends on April 30th of the following year.
You are receiving this stewardship
update because you made a gift to us in
fiscal year 2020/2021.

The Endowment Board's Pooled Income Fund - Income in Retirement

The Endowment Board's Pooled Income Fund is a separate charitable trust fund managed by estate
planning attorneys at Hobson and Hobson. When people generously contribute to our pooled income
fund, they receive immediate tax and income benefits for life. The Pooled Income Fund works like this:
Contributions are pooled with those of other donors and invested in our fund
Income will be paid quarterly based on interest in the fund
Upon passing, any remaining funds will go to help further our mission
Our Pooled Income Fund participants receive a 4.4%* average annual income return.
*Numbers vary depending on the performance of the fund

The Shepherd Fund - A Salute to The Givers

"What we want is a fund created by laymen and managed by the laymen the income from which must be
paid to the Claimants' according to their needs." - Mr. Rolla Watt at the 1890 annual conference session on
behalf of the Lay Association that would eventually become the Conference Claimants' Endowment Board.
The following year, a quarter section of land in Mendocino County was gifted to the newly formed
Endowment Board from Mr. and Mrs. Shepherd totaling $2,000. It's been said that when it was announced
at annual conference, 160 acres of Methodist trees clapped their hands.

In celebration of our 130th jubilee, the $2 million gift, in homage to Mr. and Mrs. Shepherd, and in the
human expression Jesus tending to His flock, the board of trustees approved the creation of a new fund
for the benefit of our beloved retirees: The Shepherd Fund.
The purpose of this fund is to offset costs for retired clergy and spouses in times of need, i.e. - emergency, family
crisis, financial, and/or a situation in which financial assistance is deemed necessary. The fund will be discretionary
and managed, vetted, and administered by the Board of Pensions.

The retired clergy, spouses, and widows deserve financial security if a crisis creates a hardship. We hope
that they will recognize this relief as a gift from God through his servants and accept that they have been
a blessing to be blessed.

The Healthcare Subsidy Fund - Annual Report
For many retirees and spouses in our conference, healthcare premiums can be difficult to manage even
with Medicare and especially with the ever rising cost of healthcare. The Healthcare Subsidy Fund was
established to provide support for those in difficult situations that may not be able to afford their
premiums. The Endowment Board transfers funds to the Board of Pensions, who manage and distribute
them to their selected recipients.
In 2020, the fund assisted 11 families or individuals with an annual expenditure of $10,600. The subsidy
is not seen as charity, but rather a support system for retired pastors and surviving spouses wrestling with
financial challenges.

Rev. Jane Schlager Memorial Scholarship
Rev. Jane Schlager (pictured right) lost her courageous battle with cancer on
April 7th, 2021. In her 70 years, she impacted the lives of many and was lovingly
referred to as “Momma Jane” for the way she nurtured, encouraged, and
empowered young clergy. In hope of continuing her remarkable legacy, Pastor
Jane’s family decided to create a one-time scholarship fund to support women
pursuing ordination. The family selected The Endowment Board to care for and
manage the funds, and the Retired Clergy Association to administer and
distribute them. The Endowment Board was humbled by the outpouring of
tributes in Rev. Schlager’s memory.

$4,325 was collected from 44 donors to support women following in the footsteps of a young Rev. Schlager,
pursuing their dreams of a life of service to the Lord. The funds will be transferred to the Retired Clergy
Association and recipient(s) will be announced in Days of Grace.
The Endowment Board and the Retired Clergy Association would like to express their sincere gratitude
to Pastor Jane's family and The Table UMC for entrusting their organizations with such a heartfelt
request. It was not taken lightly, and it was a true honor to have served Rev. Schlager in her final
ministerial work. May God grant peace to her loved ones and all she served as they grieve the loss of
their beloved "Momma Jane."

A Message from Endowment Board President,
Ms. Mary Popish
"As President of the Endowment Board, I am so blessed to be
following in the footsteps of those that had the vision to create this
organization to ensure help to our clergy and spouses after their
active service has been completed. When I was on the Board of
Pensions, I saw the impact that these gifts from The Endowment
Board had on our retired clergy, their spouses and the local
congregations. The money saved by the local churches in reducing
their apportionments for healthcare and past service costs allowed
our churches to reach out even more into our communities.
I have personally toured some of our properties and I can say that the upkeep and care going into being
a “Benevolent Landlord” is apparent. Residents appreciate our concern for them and our willingness to
help work with them - especially during this past year. In addition, our staff continues to reach out to the
commercial tenants experiencing challenges in their business lives. All this while allowing us to continue
to increase our gift and support to the Conference Board of Pensions and the Retired Clergy
Association. Thank you to all who have given so generously to this organization to ensure the care of our
retired clergy and spouses."
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If you would like to congratulate any of the 2021 retirees, consider making a tribute
donation to The Shepherd Fund in their honor. Visit our website at
EndowmentBoard.org to make a donation online.
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